[Analyses of pesticides in drinking water from small-scale water supplies in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany].
In rural areas of Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, drinking water for about 37 000 people is provided by approximately 10 000 small-scale water supplies. For those wells data on pesticides in the drinking water are rare. In this study 100 small-scale water supplies, mainly situated in areas with intensive agriculture, fruit-growing or tree-nursery, were selected and the drinking water was analysed for pesticides. In 68 samples at least one agent or metabolite was detectable, 38 samples showed multiple contaminations. The metabolites dimethylsulfamide and chloridazone-desphenyl were found in nearly 40% of the wells in concentrations up to 42 µg/L. Bentazone was the most frequently detected biocidal agent. These data show that pesticides in drinking water from small-scale supplies are a notable issue in preventive public health.